
Welcome to the discipline of science which deals with the study of living things, the world of biology.

During this year we will cover a diverse group of topics including, biochemistry, cells, genetics, cellular

processes, types of organisms and how they interact with their environment.   I am truly excited to have

you as a student in my class and I hope by the end of the course you will not only have a better

understanding of biology but a greater appreciation of the complexity of life on our planet.

Textbook: Biology Miller & Levine Biology PEARSON PUBLISHERS (electronic version is available on line

through the district portal and if you desire a hard copy please contact Wilson High School to request

one be made available to you.)

Materials Needed:

Please bring to class daily!!!!

Google Chromebook provided by the FSD1. (If you use your personal computer it may result in issues

when tests and assignments are given using Apple or PCs that sometime do not work well with Google

programs such as Google Docs, Meet, and Forms).

3 ringed binder

Notebook paper

Pencils (mechanical are preferred but optional)

Pens

Colored pencils (small pack)



Flash drive (optional)

Grading Policy:

Students will be assessed by giving major tests, laboratory activities, major projects, and homework

assignments.  The percentage of how much counts towards determining the grade is dictated by

Florence School District One and the MYP Program will be followed.

All assessed activities will be grade and the scores will be posted to PowerSchool where you and your

parents will have access to them.

At this point in time it is indicated an EOC will be administered at the end of the course.

Make Up Policy:

Assignments are due on the day designated by your instructor. You will be penalized for late work. If you

are absent and miss a test, laboratory, or quiz it is YOUR responsibility to email me to set a date to make

up the work and make up the missed work within a 5-day period.  Please do this as soon as possible and

do not put it off.  I will work with you in any way to assist you with making up missed work.

Test Re-take Policy:

If you score below a 70 on a major test and wish to retake the test you may do so.  The following

stipulations exist:

The maximum score you can make is 75.

You can only retake the test once.

It may be a different testing format than the previous test.

You must schedule a time to meet with me to review the material and ask questions prior to retaking

the test.

It is your responsibility to make me aware that you wish to schedule a day and retake the test within a 5-

day period after the test score is posted on PowerSchool.

If you failed the test because of academic dishonesty you CAN NOT retake the test.

I will enforce ALL RULES as dictated by the discipline code book of Wilson High School and Florence

School District One.

Instructional Procedures:

Classroom procedures to be followed to make the class run more efficiently without disruptions:

Please be seated with materials out ready to begin when the tardy bell rings.

Please remain seated until you are dismissed by your instructor.



Please raise your hand to be recognized before speaking.

Please be patient during laboratory activities, I will do my best to get around to you and answer your

question as soon as possible.

Please read your laboratory procedure before the day of the activity and write down any questions

you have to ask prior to the beginning of the laboratory activity.

Please follow laboratory rules and procedure instructions explicitly!  You will be part of your grade for

that laboratory.

Please keep your area clean and clean up after yourself at the end of laboratory activities unless

directed otherwise by your instructor.

Please go the restroom before class.

Classroom Rules:

1. No eating, food, or drink is allowed in the laboratory/classroom.

2. Proper laboratory safety equipment (lab apron, eye protection, closed toe shoes, and gloves)

MUST be worn at all times properly during a laboratory procedure.  If the student fails to

comply, they will NOT be allowed to participate in the activity.

3. No horseplay or disruptive behavior is allowed during class or during laboratory activities.

4. No electronic devices, toys, mp3 players, or lasers are allowed.

5. No hats, caps, or shades are to be worn in class unless they are approved prior by an

administrator who notifies me.

6. Please wear and properly display your student ID at all times.

7. Please respect the property, opinions, and rights of your fellow classmates and instructor.

8. Please be prompt to class.

9. Please have all assignments completed by the due date.

Consequences for Breaking Classroom Rules:

1st Offense: Verbal warning from instructor.

2nd Offense: Student teacher conference after class and notification to administrator/guidance

counselor.

3rd Offense:  Parent notification by contact sheet and sent home to parent by student.

4th Offense: Discipline referral notice to designated Principal of student.

I will enforce ALL RULES as dictated by the discipline code book of Wilson High School and Florence

School District One.

Please check your emails and Google Classroom EVERYDAY for assignments and information relating to

the class.  If you have any questions please contact me (SMWelch@fsd1.org).



ACADEMIC HONESTY is of utmost importance!!! Please do your own work and do not share your

completed work with classmates. You are doing yourself a great disservice by copying other students

work and a disservice to those you give your work after you have completed an assignment.  If academic

dishonesty is taking place you will be disciplined according the policy of Florence School District One and

the International Baccalaureate Program Guide Lines.

Extra Help:

I will be available by appointment in the mornings Monday-Friday from 7:30AM until the first bell unless

I have duty that morning or am prepping for a laboratory activity.  I will be available by appointment in

the afternoon Monday-Friday from bell ending school until 4:15 unless I have duty or have an afterschool

faculty or district meeting I must attend.

Parental Contact:

Parents can contact me via email for scheduling a virtual conference at SMWelch@fsd1.org or an in

person conference by phone (843-664-8440) through the guidance department at Wilson High School.  If

you wish to contact me by email, I will ONLY respond to your email address provided by Florence School

District One.

mailto:SMWelch@fsd1.org

